The Queen Mother’s Clothing Guild
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Patron: HRH Princess Alexandra, the Hon. Lady Ogilvy

THE HISTORY OF THE GUILD

The Guild was founded in 1882, and in 1885 HRH Princess Mary Adelaide, Duchess of Teck (Mother of the future Queen Mary) became Patron and it was called ‘The London Guild’.  In 1889 the Guild was re-named ‘The London Needlework Guild’.   Then in 1897 HRH the Duchess of York – later Queen Mary – became patron.  She took a close personal interest and it was said to be her favourite charity. The Blue Room at Buckingham Palace was used as the sewing room.

In 1914 the London Needlework Guild was renamed again and became ‘Queen Mary’s London Needlework Guild’.  It supplied the troops at the front, in addition to the needy at home.  The years between the wars saw the Guild at full strength, providing an average of 60,000 garments a year- treble the modern total.  
On the death of Queen Mary in 1953, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother became Patron, and in 1966 HRH Princess Margaret also became actively involved.  In 1986, the name of the Guild was changed again to Queen Mary’s Clothing Guild, as this was considered more descriptive of the work of the Charity.  The Guild was one of the Queen Mother’s favourite charities, and she remained Patron until her death in 2002.

In 2003 HRH Princess Alexandra became the new Royal Patron, and gives wonderful support to the Guild.  In 2010 the name of the Guild was formally changed to ‘Queen Mother’s Clothing Guild’ after agreement from Her Majesty the Queen.  This name change was made as a tribute to her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother who had been our Patron for over fifty years.

HOW WE OPERATE
The Queen Mother’s Clothing Guild is a charity that gives new clothing and household linen annually to many other charities for distribution within the British Isles.  These items go directly to needy families, people with disabilities, the homeless, the elderly and those of all ages in hospices.

The clothing and linen can be hand-made or bought, or money can be given to enable the Guild to buy suitable, up-to-date items at wholesale warehouses.  We only collect new items because many of the recipients have never owned anything belonging exclusively to them.  This means a great deal.

We collect donations throughout the year and everything is taken to St. James’s Palace in London each autumn.  During the year individual Groups organise functions to raise money or hold knitting parties and start collecting and making the items that they will be bringing up to St James’ Palace. This event is known as Packing Week.  
During the summer months all the Charities on our current list are contacted by the Secretary asking them to send in a list of the type of clothing they would like to receive.
All clothing and linen that has been collected arrives on the first morning of Packing Week, everything is unpacked and counted for allocation purposes. During the second morning, our Patron normally attends as do members from Groups all over the UK; Charities also visit to find out how we operate with a view to receiving clothing in future years. When the guests have left, the garments are packed ready for collection by each Charity the following morning. The whole process takes two and a half to three days.
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We can only help the needy through the kindness and generosity of donors.

A gift of one pair of gloves or socks can make all the difference.  
If you can give more we can help more!

If you would like to contribute items 

please contact the Guild Secretary:

Sarah Cotton
The Queen Mother’s Clothing Guild

10 Oakley Road
Hannington, Tadley

Hampshire, RG26 5TU

E-mail: secretary@qmcg.org.uk
Your local group details are:

	


Alternatively if you would like to make a donation please send this to the Secretary, along with the Gift Aid form on the reverse side of this flyer, if applicable.
   We would be grateful for any contribution – big or small!
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www.qmcg.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Finally, please don’t forget us in your will.
Thank you.
Charity Registration Number 211764

GIFT AID DECLARATION

Name of Charity:  QUEEN MOTHER’S CLOTHING GUILD Charity No: 211764

Details of donor:

Title……Forename(s)……………Surname……………………...

Address………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………..

Postcode……………………………………………………………

I want the charity to treat

*the enclosed donation of £………………

*the donations I make from the date of this declaration until I notify otherwise

*all donations I have made in the last 6 years and all donations I make from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise

As Gift Aid donations                        *delete as appropriate

Signed……………………………………………………………                         

Dated…………………………………………………………….

Notes:

You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the charity.  You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax for each tax year that is at least equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on your donations in the tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you give).  If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and capital gains equal to the tax that the charity reclaims, you can cancel your declaration. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax return.  Please notify the charity if you change your name or address.

THE GUILD PRAYER
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THE CHARITIES WE SUPPORT
These number approximately 60 UK charities and are regularly amended and updated.  The following are examples:

999 Club, Deptford
Age Concern, Canterbury
Bethnal Green Methodist Chruch
Broadway Centre
Centerpoint Soho
Chestnut Tree House
Cricklewood Homeless
Crawley Open House

Cyrenians, Newcastle upon Tyne
Eaves Housing for Women
Edinburgh City Mission
Emmaus Greenwich
Govanhill Woman’s Project
Hammerson House for the Elderly
Highland Hospice, Inverness
Home of Comfort Nursing Home
Kairos Community Trust
Leonard Cheshire Disability
Little Havens Children’s Hospice
London City Mission
Mama Afrika Family’s Association
Marie Curie Cancer Care
Nazareth House, Hammersmith
Pimento
Praxis, Newcastle upon Tyne
Robes Project
Royal London Hospital - Neonatal Unit
Salvation Army
Simon Community, Glasgow
SSAFA
The Passage
Veterans Aid
West London Churches Homeless Concern
